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MP.006.MPC Continuous Home Pulse Oximetry

Maryland Physicians Care considers Continuous Home Pulse Oximetry medically
necessary for the following indications:

Continuous pulse oximetry performed in the home is covered when any ONE of the
following indications is present:

Patients on prolonged home mechanical ventilation when the ventilator
does not have a built-in pulse oximeter, OR

Home Care patients with tracheostomies, OR

Premature or infants under one year with bronchopulmonary dysplasia

AND all of the following are present:

The recipient would otherwise require hospitalization solely for the purpose
of continuous monitoring,

The results are reliable in that setting,

The patient’s record documents that the oximeter is preset and self-sealed
and cannot be adjusted by the patient,

The device is able to provide a printout which documents an adequate
number of sampling hours (a minimum of four hours should be recorded),
percent of oxygen saturation and an aggregate of the results (this
information must be available if requested), and

A trained caregiver is available to respond to changes in the oxygen
saturation.

Limitations
Continuous pulse oximetry performed in the home is not covered for any of the following

indications:

For routine monitoring of an individual with oxygen

As part of an individual’s asthma management

For management of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
For management of transient hypoxemic events

For screening or management of a sleep disorder (e.g., sleep apnea)
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Codes

HCPCS Codes

Code Description

A4606 Oxygen probe for use with oximeter device, replacement
E0445 Oximeter device for measuring blood oxygen levels noninvasively
Not Covered ICD-10 Codes

G47.33 Obstructive sleep apnea (adult) (pediatric)

G47.34 Idiopathic sleep related non-obstructive alveolar hypoventilation
G47.36 Sleep related hypoventilation in conditions classified elsewhere
G47.8 Other sleep disorders

G47.9 Sleep disorder, unspecified

J44.9 Chronic airway obstruction, not elsewhere classified (NEC)
J45.909-J45.998 Asthma

Z13.83 Encounter for screening for respiratory disorder NEC
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Disclaimer

Maryland Physicians Care medical payment and prior authorization policies do not
constitute medical advice and are not intended to govern or otherwise influence the
practice of medicine. The policies constitute only the reimbursement and coverage
guidelines of Maryland Physicians Care and its affiliated managed care entities.
Coverage for services varies for individual members in accordance with the terms and
conditions of applicable Certificates of Coverage, Summary Plan Descriptions, or
contracts with governing regulatory agencies.

Maryland Physicians Care reserves the right to review and update the medical payment
and prior authorization guidelines in its sole discretion. Notice of such changes, if
necessary, shall be provided in accordance with the terms and conditions of provider
agreements and any applicable laws or regulations.

These policies are the proprietary information of Maryland Physicians Care. Any sale,
copying, or dissemination of said policies is prohibited.
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